Take A Stand! Directions

1. Prepare a list of opinion statements like the ones below. Include a 10-point scale—
from strongly agree to strongly disagree—for each statement. Statements can be
written to address specific areas of curriculum content as appropriate.

Directions: For each statement below, circle the number that most closely agrees with your
viewpoint.

1. Ilike to meet people who have different viewpoints from me.

Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2. I feel safe and secure in my neighborhood.
Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2. Give participants a few moments to read and circle their responses to each statement.

3. Select one of the statements. Ask the participants to line up according to their
position on that particular issue—from one through 10.

4. Count halfway down the line, in order to divided the participants into two groups.
Then bring the second half of the group to stand across from the members of the first
half, so that each person is paired with a partner.

IMPORTANT: bring the person in the second group in the middle of the line down to
stand across from the person at the end of the first group. That way everyone is
standing across from someone else with a somewhat different opinion, but the people at
the extreme ends are not matched with one another. (So, for example, someone who
circled a 6 might be standing across from someone who circled a 1 or 2. )

5. Give the people in one line 30 seconds to explain their opinions to the person
standing across from them. The other person cannot respond—and most only listen.

6. Then the people in the second line get a similar amount of time to explain their
opinions, while the people in the first line listen.

7. (optional) Give the pairs an additional minute to converse and discuss their ideas.

8. Select another statement, have people line up again, and repeat the process.



Note: Use a mix of statements—some more controversial and challenging than others.
Select which statements to have the group discuss based on levels of trust and goals of the
workshop session.



Take A Stand! Name

For each statement below, circle the number that most closely represents your
viewpoint.

1. A parent should never hit a child.
Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2. Children in my community are safe in their schools.
Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

3. Children in my community are safe in their neighborhood.

Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

4. I always intervene when I see a child being bullied.
Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

5. TV and video game violence leads to family violence.

Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree
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